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Sir: 
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^1 



Kindly add the following new claims: 
^5^: ' 01 FC : »a 3 90,00 Cl l 



i^p , oeFcyoa 720.00 ch 

In a system for receiving a modulated simal from multiple types of transmission 



channels, said signal being representative of compressed digital data coded in one of a plurality 

i / 

of coding formats and exhibiting one of a pluralit/^ of modulation formats, a method comprising 



the steps of: 



/ 



selecting a modulation format for demodulation from among modulation formats 

/ ' . . 

including a QAM format and including/another modulation format; 

/ 

demodulating said modulated signal according to said selected modulation format to 

/ 

produce a demodulated signal; // 



ft 

selecting a coding format for decoding from among said plurality of coding formats; and 
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decoding said demodulated signal according to s^d selected coding format to produce a 
demodulated and decoded signal. 

A method according to claim wherein said modulation formats also include 

/ 

PAM. / 



A method according to claim «8€r, wherein said PAM is received as a vestigial- 

/ 

sideband amplitude-modulation. j! 

!; 

io3 too 

A method according to claim wherein said plurality of coding formats includes 

/ 

punctured coded and trellis coded formats/ 

/ • 

A method according to claitii;?^ wherein said plurality of coding formats includes 

/ 

trellis coded formats. ^ 

A method according to claim wherein at least one of said trellis coded formats is 
a punctured coded format. 



It 

A method according to claim wherein said step of selecting a modulation format 

/ 

includes a step of selecting between multiple types of transmission channels including at least 

// 

two channels from among satellite, cable and terrestrial channels. 

/ 
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A method according to claim wherein saidyQAM format is QPSK. 

id 

In a system for receiving a modulated sfgnal from multiple types of transmission 



channels, said signal being representative of compressed digital data coded in one of a plurality of 
coding formats and exhibiting one of a plurahty of modulation formats, said multiple types of 
transmission channels including at least two charaiels from among satellite, cable and terrestrial 



channels, signal processing apparatus comprising 

a demodulator for selectively demodulating said modulated signal from among modulation 



formats including PAM and including QAM to produce a demodulated signal; and 

a decoder for selectively decoding/said demodulated signal from among coding fomiats 
A including punctured coded and treUis coded formats to produce a demodulated and decoded signal. 

^ In a system for receiving a modulated signal from multiple types of transmission 



channels, said signal being representative of compressed digital data coded in one of a pluraUty of 

/ 

coding formats and exhibiting one of a plurality of modulation formats, said multiple types of 
transmission channels includin^/t least two channels from among satellite, cable and terrestrial 
channels, signal processing apnaratus comprising: 

a demodulator for selectively demodulating said modulated signal from among modulation 
formats including PAM an^icluding QAM to produce a demodulated signal; and 
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a decoder for selectively decoding said demodulated Signal from among coding formats 
includiiig trellis coded formats to produce a demodulated and>aecoded signal. 



Jf^. Apparatus according to claim .SSfwherein^t least one of said trellis coded formats is a 
punctured coded format. 



^1^ 



II* if \^ \(A 

. Apparatus according to one of claims^^andJ&gT, wherein said data is video information. 




Apparatus according to claim 9^, wherein said video information is television picture 



information. 




//3 / \t>% \(A 

Apparatus according to one of claims ^ and wherein said data is television 



information, including video/information and sound information. 

. / 

In a systan for receiving a modulated signal from multiple types of transmission 
channels, said si^^^eing representative of compressed digital data coded in one of a plurality 
of coding formats and exhibiting one of a plurality of modulation formats, a method comprising 
the steps of^# 

7. 

Electing a modulation format for demodulation from among said plurality of modulation 
formats; 
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demodulating said modulated signal according to s^id selected modulation format to 
produce a demodulated signal; 

selecting a coding format for decoding from among coding formats including punctured 
coded and trellis coded formats; and j 

decoding said demodulated signal according to said selected coding format to produce a 
demodulated and decoded signal. 

(19 

In a system for receiving a modulated signal from multiple types of transmission 
channels, said signal being representative /of compressed digital data coded in one of a plurality 
of coding formats and exhibiting one of a plurality of modulation formats, a method comprising 
the steps of 

selecting a modulation format for demodulation from among said plurality of modulation 
formats; 

demodulating said modulated signal according to said selected modulation format to 
produce a demodulated signkl; 

selecting a coding format for decoding from among coding formats including trellis 
coded formats; and / 

demodulated and decoded signal. 
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Apparatus according to claim P^, wherein at least om/of said trellis coded formats is a 
punctured coded format. / 



A method according to one of claims ^and wherein said plurality of modulation 
formats includes a QAM format. / 

/ 

Hi 111 / 

^ A method according to claim ^./wherein said QAM format is QPSK. 



A method according to claim wherein said plurality of modulation formats 
includes PAM. 



^ A method according to claim ^ wherein said PAM is received as a vestigial- 
sideband amplitude-modulation. 



J-0Cr. A methoti according to one of claims^ and wherein said step of selecting a 

/ 

modulation format/includes a step of selecting between multiple types of transmission channels 

including at least two channels from among satellite, cable and terrestrial channels. — 

f — 



REMARKS 

Applicants have recently learned of the existence of U.S. Patent No. 5,717,471 to 
Stewart, entitled "APPARATUS FOR DEMODULATING AND DECODING SATELLITE, 
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TERRESTRIAL AND CABLE TRANSMITTED DIGITAL TELEVISION DATA". This patent 
relates to a signal processing apparatus, particularly an HDTV or other digital television receiver, 
and a demodulation and decoding method, which have the capability of decoding signals of 
different formats, including such formats as DVB, DSS, etc. The patent discloses that this is 
achieved by selective demodulation and selective decoding chosen based upon applicable 
modulation and coding formats. 

With this Third Preliminary Amendment, claims 2 through 100 are now pending in the 
present application. Claims 79, 80, 82 through 98, and 100 represent verbatim or substantial 
copies of claims 1-7 and 10-14 of the Stewart '471 Patent, and thus interfere with the claimed 
subject matter of the patent. 

In compUance with 35 U.S.C. § 135(b) and 37 C.F.R. § 1.606, Applicants present the 
copied claims within one year of the issue date of the Stewart '471 Patent. Applicants will file 
their formal request for the initiation of interference proceedings, in compliance with 37 C.F.R. § 
1.607, in the near future. 



• 
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Entry of the present Amendment is respectfully requested. 




Darryl Mexic 
Registration No. 23,063 
Richard C. Turner 
Registration No. 29,710 
Peter A. McKenna 
Registration No. 38,551 

SUGHRUE, MION, ZINN, Kevin L. Pontius 

MACPEAK & SEAS, PLLC Registration No. 37,5 12 

2100 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20037-3213 

Telephone: (202) 293-7060 

Facsimile: (202)293-7860 Atty. Dkt. No.: A7256 

Date: November 23, 1998 
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